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SERMON XXIII

Marks of a true Convcrfion*

Matthew xviii. 3.

Verily^ I fay unto you ^ except ye be converted^ and become

as little children^ ye Jliall not enter into the kingdom

cf heaven,

ISuppofe I may take it for granted, that all of you, among

whom I am now about to preac^^v^the kingdom of God,
are fully convinced, that it is appointed for all men once to die,

and that ye all really believe that after death comes the judg-

ment, and that the confequence of that judgment will be^

that ye muft be doomed to dwell in the blacknefs of darknefs,

or afcend to dwell with the blefled God, for ever and ever.

I may take it for granted alfo, that whatever your pradtice in

common life may be, there is not one, though ever fo profli-

gate and abandoned, but hopes to go to that place, which the

fcriptures call Heaven, when he dies. And, I think, if I know
any thing of mine own heart, my heart's defirc, as well as my
prayer to God, for )ou all, is, that I may fee you fitting down

in the kingdom of our heavenly Father. But then, though we
all hope to go to heaven when we die, yet, if we may judge by

people's lives, and our Lord fays, *' that by their fruits we
may know them," I am afraid it v/ill be found, that thoufands,

and ten thoufands, who hope to go to this bleiTed place after

death, are not now in the way to it while they live. Though
we call ourfelves chriftians, and would confider it as an affront

put upon us, for any one to doubt whether we were chriflians

or not
;

yet there are a great many, who bear the name of

Christ, that yet do not fo much as know what real chrif-

tianity is. Hence it is, that if you a(k a great many, upon

what
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what their hopes of heaven are founded, they will tell you,

that they belong to this, or that, or the othjr denomination,

and part of chriflians, into which Chri/iendom is now unhappily

divided. If you afk others, upon what foundation they have

built their hope of heaven, they will tell you, that they have

been baptized, that their fathers and mothers prcfented them

to the Lord Jesus Christ in their infancy; and though^

inftead of fighting under Christ's banner^ they have been

lighting againft him, almoft ever fmce they were baptifcd, yet

becaufe they have been admitted to church, and their names

are in the Regifter-book of the parifli, therefore they will

make us believe, that their names are alfo written in the book

of life. But a great many, who will not build their hopes of

falvation upon fuch a forry rotten foundation as this, yet if

they are, what we generally call, negatively good people j if

they live fo as their neighbours cannot fay that they do any

body harm, they do not doubt but they fhall be happy wheri

they die ; nay, I have found many fuch die, as the fcripturci

fpeaks, " without any bands in their death." And if a perfon

is what the world calls an honeft moral man, if he does juftly,

and, what the world calls, loves a little mercy, is now and

then good-natured, reacheth out his hand to the poor, receives

the facrament once or twice a year, and is outwardly fober and

honell; the world looks upon fuch an one as a chrillian in-

deed, and doubtlefs we are to judge charitably of every fuch

perfon. There are many likewife, who go on in a round of

duties, a model of performances, that think they fliall go to

heaven; but if you examine them, though they have a Chris t*

in their heads, they have no Christ in their hearts.

The Lord Jesus Christ knew this full v/cll ; he knew

how defperately wicked and deceitful mens hearts were ; he

knew very well how many would go to hell even by the very

gates of heaven, how many would clin^.b up even to the door,

and go fo near as to knock at it, and yet after all be difmified

v?ith a «' verily I know you not." The Lord, therefore,

plainly tells us, what great change muft be wrought in us, and

what muft be done for us, before we can have any well ground-

ed hopes of entering into the kingdom of heaven. Henct, he

tells Nicode?nus, ** that unlcfs a man be born again, and from

above, and unlefs a man be born of water and of the Spirit,

Vol. V, Y ^^
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he cannot enter into the kingdom of God." And of all xhc

folemn declarations of our Lord, 1 mean with refpe(f^ to th's,

perhaps the words of the text are one of the moft folemn, " ex-

cept, (fays Christ) ye be converted, and become as little

children, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." The
words, if you look back to the context, are plainly dire6led to

the difciples ; for we are told, " that at the fame time came

the difciples unto Jesus." And I think it is plain from many

parts of Scripture, that thefe difciples, to whc^m our Lord
addrefled himfelf at this time, were in fome degree converted

before. If we take the words Mriclly, they are applicable only

to thofe, that have already gotten fome, though but weak,

faith in Christ. Our Lord means, that though they had

already tatted the grace of God, yet there was fo much of the

old man, fo much indwelling Tin, and corruption, yet remain-

ing in their heart?, that unlefs they were more converted than

they were, unlefs a greater change paft upon their fouls, and

fandification was ftill carried on, they could give but very

little evidence of their belonging to his kingdom, which

was not to be fct up in outward grandeur, as they fuppcfed,

but was to be a fpiritual kingdom, begun here, but com-

pleated in the kingdom of God hereafter. But though the

words had a peculiar reference to our Lord's difciples; yet as

our Lord makes fuch a declaration as this in other places of

Scripture, efpecially in that difcourfe to Nicodc?nuSy I believe

the words may be juftly applied to faints and fmncrs ; and a^

I fuppofe there are two forts of people here, fome who know

Christ, and fome of you that do not know him ; fome that

are converted, and fome that are ftrangers to converfion, I

ihall endeavour fo to fpeak, that if God (hall be plcafcd to

affift me^ and to give you an hearing ear and an obedient hearfj

both faints and finners may have their portion.

ivr/?, I fhall endeavour to fliow you in what refpe6ls we are

to underftand this aflcrtion of our Lord*s, *' that wc muft be

converted and become like little children." I fliall then.

Secondly^ Speak to thofe who profefs a little of this child-like

temper.

And Lojlly^ fhall fpeak to you, who hare no reafon to thi«k

Hhat this change has ever paft upon your fouls-. And
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Plr/?f i fliall endeavour to fhow you, what wc are to under-

ftand by our Lord's faying, " Except ye be converted and-

become as little children." But I think, before I fpeak to thi^

point, it may be proper to premife one or two particulars.

I. I think, that the v/ords plainly imply, that before you or

I can have any well-grounded, fcriptural hope, of being happy

in a future ftate, there muft be fome great, fome notable, and

amazing change pafs upon our fouls. I believe, there is not

one adult perfon in the congregation, but will readily confefs,

that a great change hath palt upon their bodies, fince they

came firft into the world, and vvere infants dandled upori

their mothers knees. It is true, ye have no more members

than ye had then; but how are the'e altered I Tho* you are iri

one refped the fame ye were, for the number of your limbs,

and as to the (hape of your body, yet if a perfon that knevO

you when ye were in your cradle, had been abfent from you

for fome years, and faw you when grown up, ten thoufand

to one if he would know you at all, ye are fo altered, fo dif-

ferent from what ye were, when ye were little ones. And as

the words plainly imply^ that there has a great change paft

upon our bodies fmce we were children, fo before we can go

to heaven, there muft as great a change pafs upon our fouls ;

Qur fouls confidered in a phyfical fenfe are ftill the fame,

there is to be no philofophical change wrought on them : But

then, as for our temper, habit and condu6^, we muft be foi

changed and altered, that thofe who knew tis the other day,

when in a ftate of fin^ and before we knew Christ, and

are acquainted with us now, muft fee fuch an alteration, that

they may ftand as much amazed at it, as a perfon at the al-

teration wrought on any perfon he has not feen fof twenty

years from his infancy.

i. But I think it proper to premife fornething farther, be-

caufe this text is the grand ftrong-hold of Jtminians, and

Others. They learn of the devil to bring texts to propagate

bad principles : when the devil had a mind to tempt Jesu;?'

Christ, becaufe Christ quoted fcripture, therefore Satan

did fo too. And fach perfons, that thcrr doilrine and bad

principles may go dovvn the better, would fain perfuade un-

wary and unftable fouls, that they ate founded upon the word

of GuD, Though the docfrine of original fin, is a doctriric

Y 2 writl€ii
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written in fuch legible chara£lers in the word of God, that

he who runs may read it; and though, I think, every thing

without us, and every thing within us, plainly proclaims that

we are fallen creatures ; though the very heathens, who had

no other light, but the dim light of unaffifted reafon, com-

plained of this, for they felt the wound, and difcovered the

difeafe, but were ignorant of the caufe of it ; yet there are too

many perfons of thofe v.'ho have been baptized in the name of

Christ, that dare to fpeak againft the do(Slrine of original

fin, and are angry with thofe ill-natured minifters, who paint

man in fuch black colours. Say they, " It cannot be that

" children come into the world with the guilt of Adam's lin

*' lying upon them." Why? Defire them to prove it from

Scripture, and they will urge this very text, our Lord tells

xxs^ " Except ye be converted, and become as little children,

ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven." Now their

argument runs thus, " It is implied in the words of the text,

" that little children are innocent, and that they come into the

*' world like a mere blank piece of white paper, otherwife our

'' Lord muft argue abfurdly, for he could never pretend to

*' fay, that we muft be converted, and be made like wicked
** creatures ; that would be no converfion." But, my dear

friends, this is to make Jesus Christ fpeak what he never

intended, and what cannot be deduced from his words. That

little children are guilty, I mean, that they are conceived and

born in fm, is plain from the whole tenor of the book of

God. David was a man after God's ov^n heart, yet, fays

he, '' I was conceived in fm." Jeremiah fpeaking of every

one's heart, fays, *' the heart of man is deceitful and defpe-

rately wicked above all things." God's fervants unanimoufly

declare, (and Paul cites it from one of them) " that we are

altogether now become abominable, altogether gone out of

the way of original righteoufnefs, there is not one of us that

doth good (by nature), no not one." And 1 appeal to any of

you that are mothers and fathers, if ye do not difcern original

fin or corruption in your children, as foon as they come into

the world ; and as they grow up, if ye do not difcovcr felf-

will, and an averfion to goodnefs. What is the reafon your

children are fo averfe to inflrudlion, but becaufe they bring

enmity into the wprld with them, againft a good and gracious

God ?
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God ? So then, It is plain from fciipture and h&, that chil-

dren are born in fin, and confequently that they are children

of wrath. And for my part, 1 think, that the death of every

child is a plain proof of original fin ; fickncfs and death came
into the world by fin, and it feems not confident with God's
goodnefs and juftice, to let a little child be fick or die, unlcfs

j^Jam's firfl fin was imputed to him. If any charge God with

injuftice for imputing Jdams fin to a little child, behold we
have gotten a fecond Adam, to bring our children to him.

Therefore, when our Lord fays, '' unlefs ye arc converted,

and become as little children," we are not to undcrftand, as

though our Lord would infinuate, that little children arc

perfedly innocent ; but in a comparative, and as 1 {hall fliew

you by and by, in a rational fenfe. Little children are inno-

cent, compare them with grown people ; but take them as

they are, and as they come into the world, they have liearts

that are fenfual, and minds which are carnal. And I mention

this with the grcateft concern, becaufc I verily believe, unlefs

parents are convinced of this, they will never take proper care

of their children's education. If parents were convinced, that

children's hearts were fo bad as they are, you would never

be fond of letting them go to balls, aflemblies, and plays, the

natural tendency of which is to debauch their minds, and

make them the children of the devil. If parents were con-

vinced of this, I believe they would pray more, when they

bring their children to be baptized, and would not make it a

mere matter of form. And I believe, if they really were con-

vinced, that their children were conceived in fin, they would

always pwt up that petition, before their children came into

the world, which I have heard that a good woman always

did put up, " Lord Jesus, let me never bear a child for hell

" or the devil." O ! is it not to be feared, that thoufands

of children will appear, at the great day, before God, and

in prefence of angels and men will fay. Father and mother,

next to the wickednefs of mine own heart, I owe my damna-

tion to your bad education of me.

Having premifcd thefe two particulars, I n'nv proceed to

fliew in what fenfe we are really to underftand the words, that

wc muft be converted and become like little children. The

Evangf'lift tells us, ** that the difciples at this time came

y 3 unto
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unto Jesus, faying, Who is the greateft in the kingdom of

heaven ?'* Thefe difciples had inab i bed the common prevail-

ing notion, that the Lord Jesus Christ was to be a tem-

poral prince ; they dreamed of nothing but being minlfters of

ftatc, of fitting on Christ's right-hand in his kingdom, and

lording it over God's people ; they thought thcmfelves qua-

lified for ftate offices, as generally ignorant people are apt to

conceive of themfelves. Well, fay they, '' Who is the

greateft in the kingdom of heaven r" Which of us (hall have

the chief management of public affairs ? A pretty queftion

for a few poor fiftiermen, who fcarcely knew how to drag

their nets to ihore, much lefs how to govern a kingdom. Our
Lord, therefore, in the 2d verfe, to mortify them, calls a lit-

tle child, and fets him in the midft of them. This a6lion

was as much as if our Lord had faid, *' Poor creatures ?

your imaginations are very towering ; you difpute who (hall

be greateft in the kingdom of heaven ; I will make this little

child preach to you, or I will preach to you by him : Verily

I fay unto you, (I who am truth itfclf, I who know in what

manner my fubjeds are to enter into my kingdom 5 I fay unto

you, ye are fo far from being in a right temper for my king-

dom, that) except ye be converted, and become as this little

child, ye fhall not enter into the kingdom of heaven, (unlefs

ye are, cornparatively fpcakjng, as loofe to the world, as loof;:

to crowns, fcepters, and kingdoms, and earthly things, as this

poor little child I have in my hand) ye (hall not enter into my
kingdom/* So that what our Lord is fpeaking of, is not the

innocency of little children, if you confider the relation they

ftand in to God, and as they are in themfelves, when brought

into the wocld ; but what our Lord means is, that as to am-
bition and lui^ after the world, we muft in this fenfe become
as little childrcii. Is there never a little boy or girl in this

congregation ? Afk a poor little child, that can juft fpeak,

about a crown, fcepter, or kingdom, the poor creature has no
notion about it : give a little boy or girl a fmall thing to play

with, it will leave the world to other people. Now in this

fenfe we muft be converted, and become as little children ;

that is, we muft be as loofe to the world, comparatively

fpeaking, as a little child.

Do
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Do not miftakc me, I am not going to perfuade you to
Cluit up your fhops, or leave your bufinefs ; J am not going
to perfuade you, that if ye will be chriUians, yc mull turn
hermits, and retire out of the world : ye cannot leave your
wicked hearts behind you, when you leave the world j for I

find when I am alone, my wicked heart has followed me, go
where I will. No, the religion of Jesus is a focial religion.

But though Jesus Christ does not call us to go out of the

world, (hut up our (hops, and leave our children to be pro-

vided for by miracles
; yet this muft be faid to the honour of

chriilianity, if we are really converted, we (hall be loofe from
the world. Though we are engaged in it, and are obliged

to work for our children ; though we are obliged to follow

trades and merchandize, and to be ferviceable to the com-
monwealth

;
yet if wc are real chriftians, we fliall be loofe

to the world ; though I will not pretend to fay that all real

chriftians have attained to the fame degree of fpiritual-mindcd-

nefs. This is the primary meaning of thefe words, that we
muft be converted and become as little children ; neverthelefs,

I fuppofe the words are to be underffood in other fenfes.

When our Lord fays, we mu(t be converted and become
as little children, I fuppofe he means alfo, that we muffc be

fenfible of our weaknefs, comparatively fpeaking, as a little

child. Every one looks upon a little child, as a poor weak
creature ; as one that ought to go to fchool and learn fome
new lefTon every day ; and as fimple and artlefs : one without

guile, having not learned the abominable art, called diilimu-

lation. Now in all thefe fenfes, I believe we are to under-

ftand the words of the text. Are little children fenfible of

their weaknefs ? Muft they be led by the hand ? Muft we
take hold of them or they will fall ? So, if we are converted,

if the grace of God be really in our hearts, my dear friends,

however we may have thought of ourfelves once, whatever

were our former high exalted imaginations
;

yet we (hall now
be fenfible of our weaknefs ; we fliall no more fay, " We are

rich and increafed with goods, and lack nothing j" we (hall be

inwardly poor : we (hall feel " that we are poor, miferable,

blind, and naked." And as a little child gives up its hand to

be guided by a parent or a nurfe. fo thofe v/ho are truly con-

vened, and are real chriftians, will give up the heart, their

Y 4. under-
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underClandlngs, their wills, their affedions, to be guided by

the word, providence, and the Spirit of the Lord. Hence

it is, that the Apoille, fpeaking of the fons of God, fays,

'' As many as are led by the Spirit of Gop, they are (and to

be fure hp means they only are) the fons of God."

And as liiile children look upon themfelves to be ignorant

creatures, To thofe that are converted, do look upon them-

felves as ignorant too. Hence it is, that 'Johiy fpeaking to

chriftians, calls them little children ;
" I have written unto

you, litile children." And Christ's flock is called a little

flock, not only becaufe little in number, but alfo bccaufe thofe

who are members of his flock, are indeed little in their own
eyes. Hence that great man, that great apoftle of the Gentiles^

that fjjiritual father of fo many thoufands of fouls, that man,

who in the opinion of Dr. Gocdwin^ " fits neareft the God-

man, the Lord Jesus Christ, in glory," that chofen vefTel,

the Apoftle Paul^ when he fpeaks of himfelf, fays, *' Unto me,

who am Itfs than the lead: of all faints, is this grace given, that

I fliould preach among the Gentiles the unfearchable riches of

Christ.'* Perhaps fome of you, when you read thefe words,

will be apt to think that Paul did not fpeak true, that he did

not really feel what he faid ; becaufe you judge Paul's heart

by your own proud hearts : but the more ye get of the grace

of God, and the more ye are partakers of the divine life, the

more will ye fee your own meannefs and vilenefs, and be lefs

in your own eyes. Hence it is, that Mr. Flauel^ in his book

called, Hufbandry Spiritualized, compares young chriftians to

green corn ; vi-hich before it is ripe, flioots up very high,

but there is little folidity in it : whereas, an old chriftian is

like ripe corn ; it doth not lift up its head fo much, but thcri

it is more weighty, and fit to be cut down, and put into the

farmer^s barn. Young chriftians are aUo like little rivulets
;

ye know rivulets are (hallow, yet make great noife; but an

pid chriftian, he makes not much noife, he goes on fweetly,

like a deep river (liding into the ocean.

And as a little child is looked upon as an harmlefs creature,

and generally fpeaks true; fo, if we are converted, and be-

come as Utile children, we flial! be guilelefs as well as harm-

Jcfs. What faid the dear Redeemer when he (aw Nathaniel P

A3 though it was a rare fight he gazed upon, and would

have
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have others gaze upon it; " Behold an IfraeUte indeed:"
Why fo ? " In whom is no guile." Do not miftake me; I

am not fayinp;, that chriftians ought not to be prudent; they
ought exceedingly to pray to God for prudence, othcrwife
they may follow the delufions of the devil, and by their im-
prudence give wrong touches to the ark of God. It was the
lamentation of a great man, '* God has given me many
*' gifts, but God has not given me prudence." Therefore
when I fay, a chriftian muft be guilelcfs, I do not mean he
(hould expofe himfelf, and lie open to every one's aflault : we
(hould pray for the wifdom of the ferpent, thourrh we fhall

generally learn this wifdom by our blunders and imprudence

:

and we muft make fome advance in chriftianity, before wc
know our imprudence. A perfon really converted, can fay

as it is reported of a philofopher, " I wifh there was a win-
" dow in my breaft, that every one may fee the upriohtnefs
*' of my heart and intentions :" And though there is too

much of the old man in us, yet, if we are really converted

there will be in us no allowed guile, we fhall be harmlefs.

And that is the reafon why the poor chriftian is too often

impofed upon ; he judgeth other people by himfelf; havino-

an honeft heart, he thinks every one as honeft as himfelf, and
therefore is a prey to every one. I might enlarge upon each'

of thefc points, it is a copious and important truth ; but I

do not intend to multiply many marks and heads.

And therefore, as I have fomething to fay by way of per-

fonal application, give me leave therefore, with the ucmoft

tendernefs, and at the fame time with faithfulnefs, to call

upon you, my dear friends. My text is introduced in an

awful manner, " Verily I fay unto you ;*' and what Jesus
faid then, he fays now to you, to me, and to as many as fit

under a preached gofpel, and to as many as the Lord our

God fhall call. Let me exhort you to fee whether ye are

converted ; v^hether fuch a great and almighty change has

pafTed upon any of your fouls. As I told you before, fo I

tell you again, ye all hope to go to heaven, and I pray God
Almighty ye may be all there : when I fee fuch a congrega-

tion as this, if my heart is in a proper frame, 1 feel myfelf

ready to lay down my life, to be ?nftrumental only to fave

one foul. It makes my heart bleed within me, it makes me
fonietimcs
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fomeutties mofl iinvviDirg to preacn, left that word that I

hope will do good, may incrcafe the damnation of any, and

perhaps of a great part of-" the auditory, through their own un-

belief. Give me leave to deal faithfully with your fouls,

I have your dead warrant in my hand : Christ has faid it,

Jesus will ftand to it, it is like the laws of the ALdcs and

PerfianSy it altereth not. Hark, O man ! hark, O woman !

he that hath ears to hear, let him hear what the Lord Jesus

Christ fays, *' Verily I fay unto you, except ye be con-

verted, and become as little children, ye (hall not enter into

the kingdom of heaven." Though this is Saturday night,

and ye are now preparing for the fabbath, for what you know,

you may y€t never live to fee the fabbath. You have had

awful proofs of this lately ; a woman died but yeilerday, a

man died tne day before, another v/as killed by fomething

that fell from a houfe, and it may be in twenty-four hours

more, many of you may be carried into an unalterable ftate.

Now then, for God's fake, for your own fouls fake, if ye

have a mind to dwell with God, and cannot bear the thought

of dwelling in everlafling burning, before I go any further,

filently put up one prayer, or fay Jmen to the prayer I would

put in your mouths ; " Lord, fearch me and try me; Lord,

examine my heart, and let my confcience fpeak ; O let me

knvow whether I am converted or not !" What fay ye, my
clear hearers ? what fay ye, my fellow-fmners ? what fay ye,

my guilty brethren ? Has God by his bleiled Spirit wrought

fuch a change in your hearts ? I do not afk you, whether

God has made you an'j;els ? That I know will never be 5 I only

«llc you. Whether ye have any well-grounded hope to think

that God has made you new creatures in Christ Jesus ?

So renewed and changed your natures, that you can fay, I

humbly hope, that as to the habitual temper and tendency of

my mind, that my heart is free from wickednefs ; I have a

hufband, I have a wife, I have alfo children, 1 keep a fhop, I

mind my buhnefs ; but I love thefe creatures for God's fake,

and do every thing for Christ : and if God was now to call

hie away, according to the habitual temper of my mind, I

can fay. Lord, I am ready ; and however 1 love the crea-

t'jres, I hope I can fay. Whom have I in heaven but thee .?

Whom have I in heaven,.0 my God and my dear Redeemer^

that
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that I dcfirc in comparifon of thee ? Can you thank Goo
for the creatures, and fay at the fame time, thcfe are not my
Christ ? 1 fpeak in plain language, you know my way of

preaching: I do not want to play the orator, I do not want
to be counted a feholar ; I want to fpeak fo as I may reach

poor people's hearts. What fay ye, my dear hearers ? Are
ye fenfible of your weakncfs ? Do yc kel that ye are poor,

miferable, blind, and naked by nature ? Do ye give up your

hearts, your affe£lions, your wills, your underftanding to be

guided by the Spirit of God, as a little child gives up its

hand to be guided by its parent ? Are ye little in your own
eyes ? Do ye think meanly of yourfclves ? And do you

want to learn fomeiliing new every day ? 1 mention thefe

marks, becaufe I am apt to believe they arc more adapted

to a great many of your capacities. A great manv of you

have not that flowing ot" affection ye fometimes had, therefore

ye are for giving up all your evidences, and making way for

the devil's coming into your heart. You are not brouc^ht up

to the mount as ye ufed to be, therefore ye coacluce ye have

no grace at all. But if the Lord Jesus Christ has emptied

thee, and humbled thee, if he is giving thee to fee and know
that thou art nothing ; though thou art not growing upward^

thou art growing downward ; and though thou hall not fo

much joy, yet thy heart is emptying to be more abundantly

replenifhed by and by. Can any of you follow me? Then,

give God thanks, and take the comfort of it.

If thou art thus converted, and become a little child, 1

welcome thee, in the name of the Lord Jesus, into God*»

dear family ; I welcome thee, in the name of the dear Re-

deemer, into the company of God's children. O ye dear

fouls, though the world fees nothing in you, though there bt-

no outward difference between you and others, yet I look

upon you in another light, even as fo many kings fons and

daughters : all hail ! in the name of God, I wifti every one

of you joy from my foul, ye fons and daughters of the Kinf;

of kings. Will not you henceforth exercife a child-like tem-

per? Will not fuch a thought melt down your hearts, when

1 tell you, that the great God, who might have frowned you

to hell for your fccret fins, that nobody knew of but God
Slid your own fouls, and who might have damned you times

I
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without number, hath caft the marule of his love over you ;

bis voice hath been. Let that man, that woman live, for I

have found a ranfom. O will ye not cry out. Why me.

Lord ? VVas King George to fend for any of your children,

and were you to hear they were to be his adopted fons, how
iiighly honoured would you think your children to be ? What
great condefcenfion was it for Pharaoh's daughter to take up

Mofes^ a poor child expofed in an ark of bulrufties, and breed

him up for her child ? But what is that happinefs in coni-

parifon of thine, who was the other day a child of the devil,

but now by converting grace art become a child of God \

Are ye converted ? Are ye become like little children ? Then
what muft ye do ? My dear hearers, be obedient to God,
remember God is your father j and as every one of you muft

know what a dreadful crofs it is to have a wicked, difobedient

child J if ye do not want your children to be difobedient to

you, for Christ's fake be not difobedient to your heavenly

parent. If God be your father, obey him : if God be your

father, ferve him ; love him with all your heart, love him

with all your might, with all your foul, ard with all your

flrength. If God be your father, fly from every thing that

may difpleafe him ; and walk worthy of that God, who has

called you to his kingdom and glory. If ye are converted and

become like little children, then behave as little children :

they long for the breaft, and with it will be contented. Are

ye new-born babes ? then defire the fmcere milk of the word,

that ye may grow thereby. I do not want that Arminian

hufks fhould go down with you j ye are kings fons and

daughters, and have a more refined tafte ; you muft have the

doctrines of grace j and blefled be God that you dwell in a

country, v/here the fmcere word is fo plainly preached. Are

ye children ? then grow in grace, and in the knowledge of

your Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. Have any of you

children that do not grow ? do not ye lament thefe children,

and cry over them ; do not ye fay, my child will never be

fit for any thing in the world ? Well, doth it grieve you to

fee a child that will not grow \ how much muft it grieve the

heart of Christ to fee ycu grow fo little ? Will yc be always

children ? Will ye be always learning the firft principles of

chriftianity, and never prefs forward tov/aixl the mark, for the

prize
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prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ? God
forbid. Let the language of your heart be, '' Lord Jesus
" help me to grow, help me to learn more, learn me to live

*' fo as my progrefs may be known to all
!'*

Are ye God's children ? Are ye converted, and become

like little children ? Then deal with God as your little

children do with you ; as foon as ever they want any thin<T,

or if any body hurt them, I appeal to yourfelves if they

do not directly run to their parent. Well, are ye God's
children ? Doth the devil trouble you ? Doth the world

trouble you ? Go tell your father of it, go directly and com-
plain to God. Perhaps you may fay, I cannot utter fine

words : but do any of you expett fine words from your chil-

dren ? If they come crying, and can fpeak but half words,

do not your hearts yearn over them ? And has not God un-

rpeakably more pity to you f If ye can only make figns to

him ;
*' As a father pitieth his children, fo will the Lord

pity them that fear him.'* I pray you therefore be bold with

your Father, faying, " Abba, Father," Satan troubles me,

the world troubles me, my own mother's children are angry

with me j heavenly Father, plead my caufe ! the Lord will

then fpeak for you fome way or other.

Are ye converted, and become as little children, have ye

entered into God's family ? Then alTure yourfelves, that your

heavenly father will chaften you now and then ;
" for what

fon is there whom the father chaftneth not : if ye are without

chaftifement, of which all are partakers, then are ye baftards

and not fons." It is recorded of bifhop Latimer^ that in the

houfe where he came to lodge, he overheard the mailer of the

houfe fay, I thank God I never had a crofs in my life: O
faid he, then I will not flay here. I believe there is not a

child of God, when in a good frame, but has prayed for

great humility ; they have prayed for great faith, they have

prayed fur great love, they have prayed for all the graces of

the Spirit : Do ye know, when ye put up thcfe prayers, that

ye did alfo fay, Lord fend us great trials : for how is ic

polTible to know ye have great faith, humility and love, un-

lefs God put you into great trials, that ye may know whether

je have them or not. I mention this, becaufe a great many

of the children of God (I am fare i: bus bscn a temptation

3
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to me many times, when I have been under God*s fmarting

rod) when they have great trials, think God is giving

them over. If therefore ye are God's children; if ye are

converted and become as little children ; do not expe6l that

God will be like a foolifli parent; no, he is a jealous God,
he loves his child too v/ell to fparc his rod. How did he cor-

TtSi Miriam F How did he coxxeSt Mofes ? How hath God
in all ages corre<9:ed his deareft children ? Therefore if ye are

converted, and become as little children, if God hath taken

away a child, or your fubftance, if God fuftcrs friends to

forfake you, and if you are forfaken as it were both by God
and man, fay, Lord I thank thee ! I am a perverfe child,

or God would not ftrike me fo often and fo hard. Do not

blame your heavenly Father, but blame your feives ; he is a

loving God, and a tender Father, " he is affli£led in all our

afHidions :" therefore when God fpake to A^ojes, he fpake out

of the bufh, as niuch as to fay, " Mofes^ this bufli reprefents

my people ; as this bufh is burning with fire, fo are my chil-

dren to burn with aiHiilion'; but I am in the bufh ; if the

bufh burns, I will burn with it, I will be with them in the

furnace, I will be vv^ith them in the water, and though the

water come over them^ it fhall not overflow th<:im."

Are ye God*s children ? Are ye converted and become as

Httle children ? Then will ye not long to go home and fee

your Father ? O happy they that have gotten home before

you ; happy they that are up yonder, happy they who have

afcended above this field of coiifli<51:. I know nor v/hat you

may think of it, but fmce 1 heard that fome, whofe hearts

God was pleafed to work upon, are gone to glory, 1 am

fometimes filled with grief, that God ib not pleafed to let me

go home too. How can you fee fo much coldnef^i among

God's people I How can ye fee God's people like the moon,

waxing and waning ? Who can but defire to be forever with

the Lord ? Thanks be to God, the time is foon coming j

thanks be to God, he will come and will not tarry. Do not

be impatient, God in his own time will fetch you home.

And though ye may be brought to fhort allowance novf,

though fome of you may be narrow in your circumflancesr,

yet do not repine ; a God, and the gofpel of Christ^ with

brown bread, are great riches. In thy Father's houfe thefe
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is bread enough and to fpare ; though thou art now tormented,

yet by and by thou flialt be comforted ; the angels wiil look

upon it as an honour to convey thee to Ahroharns bolom,

though thou art but a Lazarus here. By the frame of my
heart, I am much inclined to fpeak comfortably to God's
people.

But I only mention one thing more, and that Is, if ye are

converted, and become as little children, then for God's
fake take care of doing what children often do ; they are too

apt to quarrel one with another. O love one another ; " he

that dwells in love dwells in God, and God in him." Jo-
//>^ knew.that his brethren were in danger of falling out,

therefore when he left them, fays he, " fall not out by the

way." Ye are all children of the fame Father, ye are all go-

ing to the fame place ; why (hould ye difFer ? The world has

enough againft us, the devil has enough againft us, without

our quarelling with each other ; O walk in love. If I could

preach no more, if I was not able to hold out to the end of

my fermon, I would fay as John did, when he was grown old

and could not preach, " Little children, love one another
:"

if ye are God's children, then love one another. There is

nothing grieves me more, than the differences amongft God's

people. O haften that time, when we fhall either go to

heaven, or never quarrel any more !

Would to God I could fpeak tt) all of you in this com-

fortable language ; but my mafter tells me, I mult " not give

that which is holy to dogs, I muft not caft pearls before fwinci"

therefore, though I have been fpeaking comfortably, yet what

I have been faying, efpeclally in this latter part of the dif-

courfe, belongs to children ; it is children's bread, it belongs

to God's people. If any of you are gracelefs, chriftlefs, un-

converted creatures, I charge you not to touch it, I fence it m
the name of God ; here is a flaming fword turning every way

to keep you from this bread of life, till ye are turned to Jpsus

Christ. And therefore, as I fuppofe many of you are un-

converted, and gracelefs, go home, and away to your clofcts,

and down with your flubborn hearts before God ; if ye ha^e

not done it before, let this be the night : Or, do not flay till

ye go home; begin now, whilt: ftanding here ; pray to God,

and let the language of thy heart be, Loiui i:o:ivert mc !
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Lord make mc a little child. Lord Jesus let me not befca-

nifhed from thy kingdom ! My dear friends, there is a great

deal more implied in the words, than is exprelled : when

Christ fays, *' Ye (liall not enter into the kingdom of hea-

ven," it is as much as to fay, " ye fhall certainly go to hell,

ye fliall certainly be damned, and dwell in the blacknefs of

darknefs for ever, ye fhali go where the worm dies not, and

where the fire is not quenched." The Lord God imprefs

it upon your fouls ! Mayan arrow (as one lately wrote me in

a letter) dipped in the blood of Christ, reach every uncon-

verted fmner's heart ! May God fulfil the text to every one

of your fouls ! It is he alone that can do it. If ye confefs

your fins, and leave them, and lay hold on the Lord Jesus

Christ, the Spirit of God (hall be given you ; if you u'il!

go and fay, turn me, O my God ! thou knoweft not, O
man, what the return of God may be to thee. Did I think

that preaching would be to the purpofe, did I think that ar-

guments would induce you to come, I would continue my
difcourfd till midnight. And however fome of you may
hate me without a caufe, would to God every one in this

congregation was as much concerned for himfelf, as at pre-

fent (blefled be God) I feel myfelf concerned for him. O
that my head were waters, O that mine eyes were a

fountain of tears, that I might weep over an unconverted,

gracclefs:, wicked, and adulterous generation. Precious fouls,

for God's fake think what will become of you when ye die,

if you die without being converted ; if ye go hence without

the wedding garment, God will ftrike you fpeechlefs, and

ye fliall be bauifned from his prefence for ever and ever. 1

know ye cannot dwell with everlafting burnings ; behold then

I (hew you a way of efcape ; Jesus is the way, Jesus is the

truth, the Lord Jesus Christ is the refurreclion and the

life. It is his Spirit mufl convert you, come to Christ,

and ye fhall have it; and may God for Christ's fake give

it to you all, and convert you, that we may all meet, never

to part again, in his heavenly kingdom j even fo Lord Jesusj

Amen and Amen.
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